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South Bronx Waterfront 
By Noah Lewis 
 
The waterfronts of New York City have seen dramatic transformation and development over the 
past several decades. Developers have taken advantage of the coveted real estate space and 
constructed glass monoliths along Manhattan’s shores on the East and Hudson Rivers.  
 
More recent developments in Long Island City and Williamsburg’s waterfront have seen 
waterfronts transform, and neighborhoods are unrecognizable from where they used to be. But 
as development continues in those areas, many developers are being priced out, and the Bronx 
is the logical next step in the process.  
 
Mott Haven Development 
  
Mott Haven has seen the biggest shift in development in recent years. Luxury apartments and 
lofts are popping up all over the South Bronx neighborhood, and developers are hoping to 
capitalize on the community’s close proximity to Manhattan. The 2, 4, 5 and 6 subway lines all 
course through the neighborhood, making commutes to Manhattan easier for commuters.  
 
In 2018, developers from ​Somerset Partners and Chetrit Group purchased a plot of land in Mott 
Haven for a record $165 million. Locations at 2401 Third Avenue and 101 Lincoln Avenue will 
house multiple 25-story apartment buildings that look over the Harlem River.  
 
In a 2015 ​WSJ article​ Michael Brady, director of special projects for the South Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corp said, “Once the Somerset [Chetrit] project gets under way, I think 
you will see a total turnaround of this area,” and “I think you will find this area becomes 
Williamsburg meets Dumbo.” 
 
Communities cut off  
 
The Bronx is surrounded by water, but residents have been shut off from its use for decades. 
Areas on the water are populated with industry and enterprise. FreshDirect, The New York Post, 
and Sprague Energy all have substantial land along the waterfront. Greenways and parks are 
almost non existent in this waterfront community.  
 
Built in 1962, the Sheridan Expressway was thought to be the ideal solution in connecting the 
Bronx and Manhattan, but the expressway cut a line right through the South Bronx and cut off 
much of the community from the waterfront. The project was designed by Robert Moses, a 
notorious city planner and developer that controlled many public agencies. He favored highways 
instead of public transportation, and is largely held accountable for the emergence of suburbs in 
Long Island and Westchester. But his highways cut through much of the Bronx, and split 
communities, hindering their economic growth. 
 
Just this month, the construction was completed of an expressway redesign. The expressway 
was turned Into a pedestrian friendly boulevard, with bikeways and a pedestrian bridge. The 
redesign Is part of a larger 1.8 billion project to revitalize the south Bronx, which Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced In 2017. The goal is to open up access to the waterfront, building public use 
space and parks along the East and Bronx Rivers, and clean the water sources.  
 
Hunts Point Market 
 
Hunts Point is home to much of the cities food markets. The Hunts Point Food Distribution 
Center in the Bronx houses three independent markets: the Hunts Point Cooperative Meat 
Market, the Hunts Point Terminal Produce Market, and the New Fulton Fish Market. The food 
center comprises over 150 public and private vendors, and generates billions of dollars 
annually. Food comes from all over the United States and the world and is distributed to 
customers up 50 miles away, making the markets responsible for feeding tens of millions of 
people in the New York City area, and is the economic heartbeat of the South Bronx. 
 
“Gateway to the Bronx River”  
 
Sitting at the mouth of the Bronx River, Soundview Park is a marshland at the tip of Clason 
Point. The city acquired the land in 1937, and the site was mostly comprised of marshland. For 
over forty years the southern third of the park operated as a landfill. Everything from car parts to 
sofas filled the marshland, increasing the shorelines, cutting off public access to the water.  
 
Today, the 205-acre park offers ball fields, running tracks, and biking and walking lanes 
throughout. Five years ago, the southern part of the park experienced the completion of a three 
year restoration process, replacing what was used as a dump-site into a thriving salt marsh with 
filled with land animals and marine life.  
 
Concrete Plant Park 
 
Concrete Plant Park, is a seven acre segment of the Bronx River Greenway sitting on the 
western bank of the Bronx River, with the Bruckner Expressway to the south and the Sheridan 
Expressway to the west.  
 
This park was formerly home to a working concrete batch mix plant that began cement 
manufacturing after 1945 and ran for over 40 years. The Transit Mix Concrete Corporation built 
the concrete silos and conveyor structures that act as an installation paying homage to the 
park’s industrial history.  
 
Now the park gives public access to the waterfront to a community that had been shut off from 
it. Pedestrian and bicycle routes now line the shore of the Bronx River, with a canoe launch 




1. Cargo ship docked along the east river. 
2. Two fishermen cast nets of the pier in Barretto Point Park in Hunts Point. 
3. Edwin Nazario (Left) casts a line into the river, as Jose Rivera (Right) baits his hood 
with blood worms. The two friends come to this pier every Sunday, even in the winter 
rain. They're fishing for "anything that bites."  
4.  Ferry captain looks down river while journeying to Soundview. 
5. While passing under the Williamsburg Bridge on the Soundview Ferry, you can see 
the development of Domino Park on Williamsburg's waterfront. 
6. While pulling into the 34th Street ferry station, the American Copper Buildings tower 
the waterfront. The Empire State Building peaks through the background. 
7. Mural underneath the Third Ave Bridge in Mott Haven. 
8. Graffiti of a child painting the walls underneath the Major Deegan Expressway in Mott 
Haven.  
9. Two large towers under construction on Mott Haven's waterfront overlooking the 
Harlem River. Housing luxury apartments, these buildings are part of a development 
from Somerset Partners and Chetrit Group, and looks to change the whole makeup of 
the Bronx waterfront.  
10. Parking lot of The Padded Wagon moving and storage company in Mott Haven.  
11. New residential construction goes up on Mott Haven's Bruckner Blvd. 
12. An iHeart Radio billboard tops an old industrial building in Mott Haven, overlooking the 
Harlem River. 
13. A mural on a fence in Mott Haven tells the story of the neighborhood, as new 
apartment buildings tower in the background. 
 
14. Close up of steel rods in a supply yard in Mott Haven.  
15. Metal supply yard at sunset in Mott Haven. 
16. Two old subway cars sit atop a segment of an above ground subway line. It's a train to 
nowhere, resting in a construction yard in Hunts Point. 
17. CSX Oak point yard in Hunts Point.  
18. Peaking through the fence of Sprague Terminal, an oil and natural gas company. 
19. A no photography sign is respectfully ignored. 
20. A no trespassing sign and barbed wire are barely held together revealing a path to the 
shore South East Mott Haven. 
21. Nails poke out of a decaying dock in Mott Haven.  
22. Plastic skull rests on a rock on the Mott Haven shore. The Hell Gate Bridge and 
ConEd factories in Queens peak through the background. 
 
23. The Vernon C. Bain Center sits on the shore of Hunts Point. The prison barge, named 
after the late Rikers Island warden, was meant to be a temporary solution for the 
overcrowded prison, but 27 years later the barge is still in operation. 
24. A family of four embrace while enjoying a ride on the top deck of the Soundview Ferry.  
25. A woman walks by several empty storefronts on Hunts Point Ave. The roof is adorned 
with intricate detail, and graffiti covers closed gates below. 
26. A man walks past a construction site in Hunts Point. Graffiti on the door says "You are 
Wonderfully Made" in English and Spanish, with a large smiley face between both 
spellings. 
27. Graffiti covers the side of a truck in Hunts Point.  
28. A semi sits idling on Whittier Street in Hunts Point as a car stops and eventually 
passes. 
 
29. A man works through the night, cutting pieces of wood to be made into palettes.  
30. Crane arms pierce the night sky in Hunts Point.  
31. Scissor lifts are lined up at a rental facility in Hunts Point. 
32. Man just getting off work from one of the many markets located in Hunts Point. 
33. At the end of the day, trucks line Hallack Street right outside the markets, ready to 
pack up for the next shift. 
34. In Hunts Point, a full moon shines through barbed wire.  
35. Truck's are lined up at the Hunts Point markets. The Manhattan skyline peaks out of 
the clouds in the background. 
36. Looking onto the East River from just South of Soundview Park, planes fly into 
LaGuardia Airport.  
37. Car parts rest in the mud in a small bay off the shores of Soundview. 
38. Houses look onto the city from Soundview. In front of them is the preserved salt marsh 
at Soundview Park. 
39. Wheat blows in the wind at Soundview Park. 
40. Waters are calm on the Bronx river. Hunts Point can be seen in the distance. 
41. A free-floating dam prevents waste from traveling down the Bronx River. 
42. Concrete Plant Park, completed in 2009, was constructed as part of a larger effort to 
develop and preserve Bronx waterways. 
43. Standing from the Whitlock Ave stop, the Sheridan Expressway and Concrete Plant 
Park can be seen, with Soundview on the other side of the Bronx River. 
44. The rooftops of the Bronx show this history of the neighborhood with any and all space 
tagged by local artists. 
 
 
 
 
